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This is in response to Applicants' election filed February 2, 2007. 

Applicant's election of Group I, a claim 1-13. in the reply filed on 2/2/07 is 
acknowledged. Because applicant did not distinctly and specifically point out the 
supposed errors in the restriction requirement, the election has been treated as an 
election without traverse (MPEP § 818.03(a)). 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the Invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1.56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

Claims 1,2 and 10-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Hevenor et al 5,555,009. 
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Hevenor et al disclose a printing system including a pressure regulation 
comprising: sheet material transport means (58, 94, 96, 98, 104, 106) for transporting a 
sheet material (S) along a sheet material transport path (94, 96); force applying means 
(152, 156) for applying an external force to the sheet material; external force detecting 
means (150, 152, 156, 160, 162, 164) for detecting information corresponding to a force 
existing after attenuation of the external force applied to the sheet material (whether the 
sheet material being fed in the transport path and/or leaving the path); and positioning 
means (104, 106) for positioning the sheet material, wherein when the external force is 
to be applied, the positioning means performs positioning of the sheet material such that 
a distance between the sheet material (S) and the external force detecting means (150, 
160) opposed to the sheet material is a predetermined value. The system includes 
sheet material displacing means (58, 60, 104, 106, 116, 117, 130, 138) with a sheet 
material displacing member protruding into the transport path and adapted to displace 
the sheet material upon contact with the sheet material. The system also includes a 
print head and a printing process. 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 3-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Hevenor et al 5,555,009. 
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With respect to claims 3-9, althougli Hevienor et al disclose rollers (104, 106) as 
means for positioning/displacing the sheet material, the rollers also capable of receiving 
the external force from the force applying means (150, 152, 156, 160, 162, 164) but lack 
a clear teaching and/or designating of "force receiving member" for the rollers. It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify 
Hevenor et al by supplying a force receiving member as claimed in order to provide a 
separate force receiving component for the system. Similar citation in claims 4-9 
including similar "auxiliary displacing member" are similarly obvious for similar reasons 
set forth above. 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

I) Nakamura 6,032,578 discloses a printing system including a print density 
controller. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Que T. Le whose telephone number is (571) 272-2438. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Epps Georgia, can be reached on (571) 272-2328. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
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published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Art Unit 2878 



